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To the Right Worſhiptul 


Sir 1 homas Wolitenholme 
OF THE 


Pariſh of EDMUNTOSN in the 


County of Middleſex, Baronet. 

5IR), 

Rom the firſt time that I bad the Honour of your 
Neighbourhood and Acquaintance , 1 have been 
con/train'd to entertain and cheriſh a Hizh and 

venerable Opinion of You, from a drep ſence of your - Emi- 

nent. Worth and Goodneſs , and have counted it a great 

Felicity to live m Propmguity to ſo Good a Man, and ſo | 

Choice a Chriſtian. And indeed, what can be a greater 

Bleſſmz, than to live with the Influences of a Perſon 

Whoſe Goodnels is equal to his Greatnels, and by whoſe 

Example men may be inſtrutted and taught the Prattiſe 

of thoſe Virtues which are the very Life and Soul of Re- 

nc Pure Religion, ſays St. James, 1 -ver. u/t. 


and undefiled before God and the Father is this, to 
viſit the Fathetleſs and Widows in their afliftion, 


'_Z 2 and 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


and to keep himſelf unſpotted from the World : 
that i4, Religion does not conſiſt in a bare, empty, formal 
Profeſſ:on, - in doing afts of Kindneſs and Mercy, 
and keeping a man's ſelf free from thoſe groſs Pollutions 
which are im the' World, through Luſt and Covetouſneſs. 
And herem I can affirm (without fear of the leaſt contra- 
dittion from any,) that you have been a true Pratli[er of 
Religion, and have explain'd it to the very Life, and 
deſcribed it to others to the beſt advantage ; that us, by 
ſuch Actions as have made Religion ſuble, tangible, 
and material, How Great and Extenſtve your Charity 
has been in all kids to the Poor, how great your Relief, 
and how free and ready your Bounty to the Diftreſſed, 
and thoſe that have been perfett Strangers to you, I m) 
ſelf can ſufficiently teſtifie , and What a Prop and Sup- 
port you are to the Widow and Fatherlefs, and how habs- 
tual Mercy and Goodneſs are to you, 14 too well known to 
need any further Publication. 

But beſides theſe, there are ſome Virtues which ſeem 
to be -very much founded in your Nature, and imherent in 
Your conſtitution. For, as Meekneſs, Patience aud Aff a- 
bility ſeem to be the Acquiſts of a mighty and extraordi- 
nary Grace in others, ſo they flow ſo freely and kindly 
from you, as to appear the meer Reſults of your Natural 
Temper and Diſpoſition ; and ſo remarkable # your Tu- 
ſtice and Equity im your neceſſary Commerce and Dealings 
in the World, that 1 durſt aver, The Sun may as ſoon 
be drawn from his Line, as you be brought to do the leaſt 
Wrong or Injuſtice to the poorelt man living. 


And 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


And by ſuch Aftions as theſe have you both publiſh'd 
and prov'd the truth and ſincerity of your Religion, and 
made Religion to appear like it ſelf, Prolifick, and fruite 
ſal of good Works. For, whilſt ſome have ſatisfi d them- 
ſelves only with making a great Noiſe and Talk of Reli- 
gion, a ſplendid ſhew and Out-ſide of Piety, it has 
been ever your greateſt care to become really and ſub- 
ſtantially Good ; and Whilſt others have troub'ed their 
Heads with dry and. fruitleſs Speculations and Airy 
Notions in Religion, your Buſmeſs has been to paſs it 
into uſeful Demonſtration. Thu has been a'ways the 
courſe and Prathiſe of your Life , neithcr can any man 
take a better courſe to render himſelf infuutely dear and 
acceptable both to God and Man. 

And now that I have made a bare recital of your Vir- 
tues, which truly and really deſerve a Panegyrick, there 
can be little or no need of ripping up your Pedegree, or 
ſo attempt the Blazonmg Jour Arms for the dome you any 
further Honour ; feemg that "tis Honour enough, that 
not only a Vem of Piety but Loyalty too has run in a 
conſtant Line through your Family, and that you owe your 
great Sufferings as well as your great Riches, to your 
Zea! for Majeſty : So that what was inſcrib'd by way 
of Everlaſtmg Honour upon the Statue of PI AION 
an of Roman Loyaliſt, That he was tilis erga Prin- 


oxe always True, and of impregnable Loy- oem h in 
alty towards his Prince, # but the juſt wo Ps 


and deſerved Charatter of your Family. 
But yet I fear your Worſhip may be m danger of ſuffe- 
ring 


ther 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
ring ſome Diſhonour by the Dedication of ſuch a thin, ſlen- 


der Diſcourſe as this, which, beſides the weak management 
of it, comes into the World with oreater Diſadvantage than 
ordinary, as being Preach d m a private Place, in a thin 
Auditory, and” by an Obſcure Man, and as having no 
Great Name or Title to recommend and ſet it off ; But 
albeit, I beg your Patronage of this Poor Sermon, 
yet I would bave the World know that T am willy to take 
all the faults im it upon my ſelf, and if you will be pleaſed 
to pardon the Boldneſs of the Dedication, I hope there are 
no other faults but -what are pardonable. 
Perhaps there may be ſome that may be ready to accuſe 
me of Imprudence, and think my Zeal far greater 
than my Diſcretion, m permittmg 4 Diſcour/e of this 
Nature to take Air, and walk publickly abroad ' Dut 1 
am not altogether deſtitute of a Reaſon why I thought 
good to publiſh it, which being produc d, will, I preſume, 
give a tolerable account and fatugfattion to any ſober and 
unprequdic d Perſon, both as to the juſtices and Reaſona- 
bleneſs of the thing ; for, having had a fiznal Delive- 
rance from the Grave, to which I was makme Very near 
approaches in a (ate dangerous Sicknels, I look d upon 
my ſelf, afier ſo narrow an Eſcape, to be under a ſpecial 
Oblioation of Declarmyg the Goodneſs of th: Lord, im [9 
graciouſly preſerving me im the Land of the Living, 
and that it w.s not enugh to confine my Grateful Reſent- 
ments of ſo oreat a Mercy within the Precin(ts of a Private 
Oratory, but ought rather to erect ſome Publick Mo- 
nument of my Gratitude to Almighty God, and thereby 


make 


1e Upiltle Deaicatory, 


make my Thank(yivings as frenal and remarkable as 
was my Recovery. 
But if any ſhould inquire the Reaſon of my aſſummig | 
the Confidence to mtitle Jour Worſhip to this Diſcourſe, 1 
can return them no other anſwer, than that I have ſome 
particular Reaſons fer it : And the firſt is, Becauſe of 
that great ſhare and mtereſt im your Friendjp, which you 
have been pleas d to alloW me above any thing I can pre- 
tend to deſerve. And another Reaſons, Becauſe of your 
Exemplary Devotion im the Publuk Afſembies, Whereby 
you become a true Tranlcript of the Original mn my 
"Txt. 
Laſily, Not to.make any further mcroachments upon 
your precious Time, I have only this Favour to beo of you, 
that ou would not ſuſpett me t9 hve Lot the modifh 
Itch of Scribling, or that I am .. tence! inlanalile multos % 
ver) fond of bemg ſeen 13 Prat. Scribendt Cacocthcs — 
| \ 


- 
: 


But to believe, that I am wills inet hX 6 

to venture my Reputation to the Mercies of a Cenſorious 
World, rather than not give ſome publick Teſtimonies of 
the great and ſingular Reverence I have for your great 
Worth and Merits, and to ſhew plainly to the World how 
much I really am, 


SIR | 
Your moſt Faithful and 
Obedient Servant 
JOHN OWEN, 
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(1) 


St, JOHN x5, ver, 14. 


» Afterard Feſns findeth him in the 
Temple, and ſaid unto him, Behold, 
Thou art made Whole : Sin no more, 
leſt a worſe thing come unto thee. 


4 | HE occaſion of theſe words of our Savi- 
our, was from the wonderful and inſtan- 
taneous Cuixe which he had newly 
wrought upon a man that had been for along time 
ſick and ill, and laboured under a Chronical and 
inyeterate Diſtemper, of no ſhorter a ſtanding 
than eight and thirty years ; ſo that we may ealily 
imagine that the man was almoſt {pent and worn 
out with the long continuance of his Diſeaſe : 
wherefore, hearing of the Pool of Betheſda, which 
was {o famous for Waters of a ſalutary and medi- 
cinal nature, when agitated and put in motion by 
an Angel, who was wont to deſcend thither at 
certain Seaſons for that purpoſe, he was brought, 
or ordered himſelf to be conducted thither, to the 
end he might receive the ſame benefit by them, 
which thouſands had experienced, in being healed 
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2 Clinicus Reſnrgens : or, 
of their ſeveral Infirmities and Diſeaſes. But when 
he was laid in a propinquity to the Pool, there was 
fuch crowds of weak and impotent People, and 
ſuch ſtriving to get in firſt, by reaſon of that ſove- 
reign and healmg Vertue, which was only commu- 
nicated to choſe that could get the primary Con- 
tact of the Water, upon the immediare motion by 
the Angel ; (o that, not being able ro help, or ſhift 
for himſelf, through che grearnels of his Infirmity ; 
and much leſs able ro make his way and paſlage 
through ſuch throngs of People as lay before him 
in readinels to pop into the Pool, and to take the 
advantage of the fhrit moving of the Water : He be- 
gan, as we may realonably ſuppole, to deſpair of 
getting 4 Cure, or reaping any benehrt by the motion 
thereof, 

Bur, winl{t he lay bemoaning his helpleſs condi- 
tion, it happened out {o fortunately for him that 
our Saviour, being 1n the place at-that very time, 
caſt his Eye upon him, and was pleated to take 
notice of his Infirmity, and inability to help him- 
ſelf, and put the Queſtion to him, Wilt thou be made 
Whole ? To which the impotent man preſently 
made anſwer, That it was his earneſt and longing 
deſire, and the main end of his being there, to find 
a Cure by uſmg thoſe means which others did with 
fuch great ſucceſs : but alas! he faxv he was not 


like to ſucceed, as being debarr'd the means by the 


Anticipation of others, who ingrofled the Vertue 
of 


T he. Infurm Man made Whole. 
of the Water, by taking the firſt poſſeſſion of it ; 


Whereupon, our Saviour GaKing compaſſion on 
him, and commilerating his caſe, was pleaſed to 


ſuperſede the Yertue of the Water, and the Ule of 


all Ourward means and adminiſtrations, by (| peak- 
ing a loyereign and healing word ; And Jeſus ſaith 
unto him, Riſe take up thy bed and walk ; and inime- 
diately the man was made Whole, and took up biz bed, and 
walked , inthe 8 and g verles of this Chapter. 

From whence we may be 1nſtructed 1n theſe 
rwo things ; 

Firſt, Mot to neglect or deſpiſe the Uſe of Outward 
means. 

Secondly, 'To refer our ſelves principally to Gods 
Care and Providence for our Safety and Deliyerance, as 
thy impotent man did, putting himſelf mto our Saviour's 
hands. 

* Firſt then, We are not to neglect or deſpiſc the 
uſe of ourward means . Not to contemn or ſlight the 
Art and Skill of the Phyſician, whom God has or- 


dained. for our Good. Give place, ſays the Son of 


Syrach, to the Phyſician, for the Lord hath created him ; 
in the 4 8 of Eccleftaſticys, ver. 12. 

And herein the Heathen Romans may ſerve for 
a Pattern and Example ,to Chriſtians, who had 
their Phyſicians in ſuch honourable Eſteem, that 
they were not contented to dedicate a 'T'emple to 
A Jap as the Father of che Phyſicians, and the 


God 0 ect 2 
Aatue 


all Cure and Medicwre, bur did alſo,er 
LAY  _ 20S 


OE OO OED . 
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Medico Antonio Statue of Braſs in honour to Anto- 
Mulz, caju opera 


Ancipits morbs con- nius Muſa,” » ppwas ro Auguſtus 
valuerat, SIAINAm Ceſar, only for aving been ſubler- 
OCD - vientto his Recovery from a dan- 
Ierar Gs is gerous h: of Sickneſs. Our Savi- 
Vir. Cel. Aug, our does not in the. leaſt blame or 
diſcommend the impotent Perſon, for applying 
himſelf to the Waters of Bethe/da for a Cure, or de- 
firing to uſe ſuch means as was moſt likely to re- 
deem his Health, though at the ſame time our Sa- 
viour was pleaſed to give an Inſtance of the Divine 
Goodneſs and Power to effect a Cure without any 
foreign aid and aſſiſtance, without the concurrence 
of Art or Nature. And albeit God was pleaſed, for 
a publick Good and Benetit, co infuſe a Healing 
and Medicinal Vertue into the Waters of Betheſda . 
yet he lets us ſee, by this preſent Cure, that there 
15 no ſuch neceſſary Efticacy in any outward 
means, though of his own ordaining, but what 
may be ſupply*'d and made good by his Preroga- 
tive of Life and Death, and retaining the (ole 
Power and Gift of healing infalkbly in his own 
hands. It was very indiſcreetly done of Naaman 
the Leper, to fly our into that extreme paſſion and 
rape, as he did, when the Prophet Eliſha order'd 
him to go and waſh in the River Jordan ſeven 


times, for the curing his Leproſie, which he jud- 


ged a very improbable and unlikely way to per 
rid of his Diſtemper, and as forry, pitiful means 


a4S 


The Infirm Alan made Ihole. 5 
as conld be preſcribed , looking upon the River 


Jordan as but a common Water, and to have no 
greater curative Vertue than any other River or- 
dinarily in his own _— (peaking very flight- 


ingly and contemptibly of the Propher's advice, 
and ſaying, Are not Abana and Pharpar, Rivers of 
Damaſcus, better than all the Waters of Iſrael * may I 
not waſh in them, and be clean? So he turn'd, and 
went away in a rage ; as we may lee in 2 Kings 
5. 12. Asithe ſhould lay, To what purpole have 
I taken this long Journey, and travell'd fo far our 
of my own Countrey, only to lee and wait upon 
a Prophet, who, inſtead of giving me his Opinion 
and Advice how to cure my Leprofte, and doing 
ſomething extraordinary that way, bids me go 
and plunge into the Water, and waſh my ſelf in 
a common, ordinary . Water, which 1s a thing I 
could have done every whit as well at home as 
here, and, perhaps, to as much purpoſe, and fo 
have fav'd my ſelf all this pains and trouble which 
| have been art in coming to ſeek a Cure. Surely, 
my Servant, when ſhe inform'd me how famous 
this man was for curing the Leprofie, told me an 
egregious Lye, and has put the ſham upon me, 
and ſent me upon a Fool's Errand ; for now I am 
come to the end of a long and tedious Journey, 
and have addreſs'd my ſelf with all Reverence 
and Humility, to this great Prophet, begging of 
him a caſt of his Office, and that he would favour 


and 
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6 Clinicus Reſurgens: or, 


and bleſs me with the Cure of my Leproſie, all 
the counſel he gives me, and the way which he 
puts me into, 1s, to go and waſh ſeven times in a 
River : a poor, pitiful Buſineſs indeed, and which, 
if I had known as much before, I would not have 
been per{waded to have ſtirred, or moyed a foor 
out of my Door, as believing, that I could have as 
well purifi'd and clear'd my elf of my Diſeale, by 
waſhing in the next Jittle Brook, as by waſhing "4 
[uperſtitioully in Jordan ſeven times, neither morc 


or leſs, as I am commanded by this famous man 
of God. 

Thus we may ſuppole Naaman to grumble and 
argue with himſelf, and this to have been the Lan- 
page of his Paſſion, # he had om it vent, when 

c flung away in that Heat and Fury in which he 
is deſcribed : whereas, if Naaman had had but fo 
much Faith and Religion, as to reflect upon the 
Divine Omanipotency, and how that God can in- 
fuſe ſuch a Sg into the moſt ordinary and 
common means, as {hall make them highly bene- 
ficial and efficacious to great and cxcellent pur- 
poſes ; and what mighty things have been brought 
tro pals through the Power of the Almighty, by 
the moſt unlikely and contemprtible means. I lay, 
if he had thus conſiderd, he could not have 
ſlighted and vilih'd the Prophet's counſel at ſuch a 
rate : though indeed, at laſt, by his Servant's uſing 
Axguments to him, as that it was but a ſmall 


thing, 


The Infrm Man made Whole. 7 


thing, and eafily done, which the Prophec had 
commanded; that it was but trying the Experi- 
ment, Which was done in a trice, and then he 
might judge concerning the Prophet's Advice by 
the iſlue and concluſion, he was at length over- 
come, and per{waded to follow the Prophet's Di- 
rection , and immediacely upon the tryal, he 
found a vertue much exceeding his Faith, and a 
bigger Cure than that of his Leproſie, which was 
the cure of his Athei/m and Iifidelity ; 1n the 14 and 
15 verles : So that it is a great Error and an ex- 
rreme fault in all thole chat retule and reject the 
Ute of outward means, Which arc of God s appoint- 


ment, ſo as to flight and undervaluc the Skill of 


the Phyſician, as uncertain and conjectural, as alſo 
thoſe Diſcoveries of the Nature, Qualities, Ver- 
ues, and Operations of Herbs, Plants, Minerals, 
which ſome have made by their diligent Inquiſ1- 
tion and Scrutiny abour theſe things : I lay, fuch 
an obſtinare rejefon and contempt of outward means, 
does, in a manner, calumniate E Works of God's 
hands, and reflect upon the Wildom of the Great 
Creator, as if he had made lome Creatures in vain, 
and of no Uſe in the World , and does contradict 
God's approbation of his own workmanſhip and 
contrivance, when he ſaid, that God ſaw every thmg 
that he had made, and behold it was good ; that is, 
Nothing came raw or imperfect, or unprepared 


tor ſome good Uſe, out of God's hand ; Nothing 


was 
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Clinicns Reſargens : or, 


' was made by him, though the moſt minute and in- 


conſiderable Creature, but what 1s ſerviceable and 
uſeful one way or other, though, perhaps it be nor 
given to poor, ſhallow Mortals to know exactly 
the true worth and Native Vertue and properties 
of every Creature under the Sun ; nor yet a skill 
to appropriate and accommodate them to their 
proper and ſingular Uſes. Bur, beſides this, our 
contempt of outward means doth ſeem to maintain 
the Stoicks Opinion of Fatality, viz. that it is in 
vain, in caſe cither of Sickneſs or Danger, to at- 
tempt our Recovery or Safety by any means or 
methods whatſoever, and every whit as fruitleſs 
to endeavour our preſzrvation, as tis impoſſible to 
oppoſe it : but we mult ſtand to our Fortune, and 
leave the iſſue and event, whether in Life or Death, 
ro an uncontroulable Decree. 

But, although 'tis our Duty to uſe all lawful, 
juſt, and convenient means in order to our pre- 
ſervation in all caſes of Sicknels, Trouble, or Dan- 
ger; yet, 

Secondly, We are to refer our ſelves principally 
to the Divine Power and Providence for our Safety and 
Deliverance. 

For, we may obſerve, that as ſome men do ut- 
terly abandon and repudiate all ourward means, 
as inſufficient and unavailable to any good : (o 
there are others, who have ſuch a ſtrong Conceir 
and Fancy for them, as, in a manner, to deifie the 

outward 
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outward means, and conſequently, lay too much 
ſtrels upon them ; ſo as wholly to rely and abſo- 
lucely depend upon outward means, and the Arts of 
Phylick tor their Reliet and Recovery. And this 
was both the Preſumprtion and Wickedneſs of Aſa, 
that when he found himſelf 311 and out of order, 
he ſought to the Phyſician, 2 Chron. 16. 12. He did 
not ſue to Heaven for a return of his Health, he 
did not betake himſelf to Prayer, as the moſt So- 
vereign Remedy in Afﬀictions : He did not call 
upon God to 2 Sh and make him whole, or look 
up to Heaven for Salvation ; but all his hopes and 
confidence of Satety were placed in the Skill and 
Conlultations of his Phyſicians : and, I fear, there 
are too many 1n the World of the ſame Humour, 
and who are guilty of Afa's Sin and Preſumprtion, 
depending more upon the Arts of Phylick, than the 
Bleſſing of Heaven tor their Recovery ; and, who 
think 1t ſafer to have an Eminent Phyſician, to pre- 
(cribe to them, than an Able Divine to pray for 
them ; and will readily put their Lives into their 
Doctor s hands, when they think it a hard venture 
to truſt God with the diſpoſal of them. Now, up- 
on what ſhall we ground this total and ablolute 
Reliance of ſome men upon Humane means and 
aſſiſtance, and, in a wanner, dilcharging the Divme 
Providence of all Carc and Concernment in their 
Prelervation ? Upon what, I lay, {hall we fix this 
leeming independency upon God, tor Comfort and 


C Delt- 


1 Clinicus Reſurgens: Or: 

Deliverance our of Troubles and Danger ; but only 
upon thole Atheriſtical Prinaples which numbers in 
this Age haye bcen ſo deeply infeted with. For, 
whoeves believes there js a God, and frames a juſt 
and right Notion of him, {o as to conceive him to 
wh Being as he really is, muſt, at the ſame 
time, believe an univerſal Power and Goodnels to 
be the inſeparable adjunts of his Nature, that is, 
that God 1s willing and ready to ſhew Mercy to 
the afflicted, and thoſe that need it , ſo that he is 
alſo endued with a Power to accompliſh his Will 
and Pleallire, and able to fave, to the utmoſt, thule 
that he thinks fic Objects of his Favour and Kind- 
nels ; and to have any other, any ſtraighter or nar- 
rower Notions of God, is to deſtroy the Being of 
the true Deity, becauſe it argues Imperfettion. 

So thar, for a man to rely wholly and entirely 
upon Humane aids and afſiſtances in any cale of Dan- 
ger or Diſtreſs, 1s a certain infallible Argument of 

is Atheiſm. For, whoever believes a Supreme Deity, 
that is the Rector and Governour of the Univeric. 
mult allo believe his Ommpotency, and conſequeatly, 
will always fly to, and rely, and truſt, and depend 
upon this Almighty Power, in all Straits and Exi- 
gencies. For, who, that really believes God's Omm- 
potency, will ever rely upon the frail and brittle 
Arm of Fleſh ? Who, that believes an mfmite Wiſdom, 
will ever truſt tothe weak and narrow Judgment of 
fallible men ? and, who that believes an mmen/c 


Goodneſs 
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Goodneſs reſident in God, will ever reſort to an 
other for Succour and Supply in the great 
Wants, and molt preſhing Neceſlities : fo that, to 
fly to External Aids, and to depend, and preſume 
alrogether upon Humane means, for Relief, in our 
Troubles and Afiictions, whereas the Auxiharies 
of Heaven are ready at hand for our comfort and 
ſupport, 15 to forlake both our Intereſt and Happineſs, 
and to throw our elves upon the greateſt Hazards 
and Uncertainties, when, by an early and zealous 
Addreſs ro Heaven, we may, 1 all likelihood, ſe- 
cure our reitauration to Health, to our former En- 
joyments and Bleilings, and 2 deliverance out of 
ſix and ſeven Troubles, that 1s, as many as may be- 
tall us. And to this purpole the Royal! P/almiſt has 
many excellent Pallages and Expreſſions. He i a 
buckley to all that truſt in him, Pla]. 18. 30. The Lord 
redeemeth the Soul of his Servants, and none of them that 
truſt in him [hall be deſolate, Pſal. 24+ 22. It i9 better 
to truſt im the Lord, than to put confidence im man ; it #8 
better to truſt in the Lord, than to put confidence int 
Princes, Plal. 118. 8, 9. So thar, upon the whole, 
as we are not obſtinately and contemptuoully to 
reject the Uſe of outward means, when otr caſe fo 
requires, but ro make a due application of em, 
with thankftulneſs to God for allowing them to us: 
o we are, in a more eſpecial manner,, to uſe all 
inſtance and imiportunity wich Heaven for a-pro- 


[perous ſucceſs upon the means lo uſed , for, 'ris 


C2 only 
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only Prayer that can produce a Bleſſmg : And when 
God's Bleſſmg doth accompany the means, it will 
make all our Medicines as lo many Vehicles and 
Conveyances of Health unto us ; it will make 


our Phylick ſalutary and healing, and turn every 
Doſe and Potion we take, into a Cordial and Re- 


ſterative. 


Without Prayer we cannot expect the Divine 
Benediftion and Bleſſing either upon our Perſons or 
Fortunes ; much leſs, that God ſhould, in a man- 
ner, raile us from the dead, and reſtore us from a 
{ore and deſperate Sickneſs, to our former Health 
and Strength, without due application made to the 
Throne of Heaven , and therefore 'tis reaſonable to 
believe, that many have had their Lives given 
them, and their days prolonged, as Hezekiah's was, 
meerly as the fruit-and blefling of their Prayers . 
and, that the Life of many a good man has been 
preſerved from the pit of deſtruttion, either by ver- 
cue of his own Prayers, or the fervent Prayers of 
the Righteous in his behalt. 

And thus, having ſhewed you the great and par- 
ticular favour and Kindneſs which our Saviour did 
ro the impotent man, 1n curing him of an Infirmity 
which had ſo long poſlefled him, that it was, in a 
manner, naturalizd ; and allo, having evinced it 
to be our Duty to have a due regard to outward 
means in all perillous caſes, provided always, that 


Prayer be in.conjunRion with the H/e of means , 
for 
» 
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for, as Means without Prayer will be fruitleſs and 
anſucceſsful, ſo, Prayer without Means will be but 
folly and preſumption ; but it they go hand in 
hand, and are mutually joyn'd and interchange- 
ably uſed, they are then the moſt likely to do the 
moſt good. 

It will be now proper and convenient to ob- 
(erve, in the next place, the Carriage of the late 
1mpotent mal, and how he behaved himlelt, and 
what kind of Life he led, after lo miraculous a Re- 
covery. And, of this, the Text plainly informs us, 
tar his Carriage and courſe of Lite was very 
g00d and pious, and much an{werable to the 
Mercy lately received : for, the next time that 
our Saviour happend to lee and meet him, was 
in no worle a place than the Temple : Afterwards, 
faith the Text, Jeſus findeth him m the Temple. 
Whence it may be uſectul tor us to note thele two 
things : 

Firſt, His ſilent and modeſt rejoycings in the Mercy 
received. 

Secondly, His Solemn Thankſgrvings and Publick 
Devotions, both intimated by hu bemg in the Temple. 


Firſt, Then we may very uletully cake notice 


of his ſilent and modeſt rejoycings in the Mercy 
received. 

It 1s generally ſeen, how that great and ſudden 
Mercies do lo ſtrongly affect us, as to raile a kind 
of tumult and hurry in the Soul ; lo that ſome men, 

upon 
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upon a great Succets in their Afﬀairs, or a Delive- 
rance from ſome grand and eminent Danger, or 
the fortunate hit and chance of an Eſtate dropping 
ro them unexpectedly, are, in a manner, rapt our 
of themſclves, and apr to break forth mto wild 
and extravagant Joys. And truly the Nature of 
Man is ſuch, that all protperous Eyencs are apt to 
charra our Senles, and ro enraviſh our Hearts wich 
excceding, plealure ; lo that he muſt have a ſpecial 
command over himlelf, that can contain within 
duc and: moderate bounds, the refen:ments of an 
extraordinary Bleſimg and Happineſs. St. Paul, 
that great and eminent Apoſtle, and molt accom- 
pliſh'd Divine, who had fuch a maſs of Piety, and 
{uch deep infuſions of Religion, yet conteſles him- 
ſelf in a proneneſs and danger to ſuffer too great 
violent tran{ports of Joy, and that there was given 
to him a thorn in the fleſh, and the Meſſenger of Sa- 
tan to buffet him ; by which thorn m the fleſh, St. Je- 
rom conjectures that he was extremely afflicted 
with the Head-ach : and all this pain and temprta- 
tion was no more than neceflary, to keep his Spi- 
rit in a due mediocrity of Joy, leſt he ſhould be 
exalted above meaſure, through the abundance of Reve- 
lations. And truly, it is a great and difhcule work 
that men have to do in proſperity, and when they 
eumble in all the great and ſplendid Adyantages of 
the World; I ay, 'tisa hard work they have to do, 
under. ſuch: Circumſtances, as, to bridle their Pa(- 


ſ1ons. 


14 


e Innrm Man made W bole. ts 


ſions, to reſtrain the Fury and madneſs of their 
Senſual rejoycings, and to humble and lore the 
Sails of their Spirits, that they do not over-{well 
with too much Air. It 1s a thing too frequent 
among, us, and a common practile, for men to 
gnalize their Recovery from Sicknels, and other 
great Deliverances, with no other Gratulations, but 
Fealtings and great Entertainments, and, perhaps, 
cloſe up the Feſtival with Intemperance, and a pro- 
phane, {currilous Mirth. O! how tew of us, to 
our {hame and diſhonour be it ſpoken, grow more 
ſerious, or devout, or Heavenly-minded by our 
AﬀMictions ! How great a rarity is it, to fee any 
Amendment or change in us tor the better, when 
God has raken ſo much Fatherly care, and uſed 
{luch wile and proper Methods to reform us | How 
few of us are purged from our Vices, notwith- 
{tanding we have been to leverely under the hands 
of our Heavenly Phyſician ! and how ſeldom do 
our Mercies and Preſervations work thoſe ingenuous 
Ffects upon us, as they did upon the Perlon we 
are now dilcourling of, ſo as to increale our De- 
votions, and inflame our Minds with a godly Zeal, 
or make us more diligent and conſtant in our At- 
rendance upon Holy Othces and the Publick Wor- 
(lip. Ah! we do little or ſeldom inutate the pious 
and good Example before us, but do the quite 
contrary ; for we, God knows, no looner creep up 
from our ſick Beds, and gather a little ſtrength, 

. bur 
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but we are ready to fall down upon the Bed of 
Luſt and Wantonneſs ; we no looner crawl abroad, 
bur we are ready to ſlip into the Houles and Nur- 
ſeries of Temptations and Debauchery ; we have 
no ſooner recruited and patch'd up our Bodies by 
Art and Nicene/s, but we preſently uſe them to the 
old exerciſes of Chambering and Drinking, and 
quickly pur them out of repair again: we are no 
ſooner perfetly well, and made whole, but we 
are ruffing ir among our 1dle Companions, and, 
perhaps, telling, with the interpolition and empha- 
{15.of an Oath, that we have been near going, and 
was within an Inch of the Grave : lo that if Chriſt 
were to ſleek for us, after our Reſtitution, He 
might find us ſooner at the Theatre or the Revels, 
than at our Devotions, and in any place ſooner 
than at the Temple, and ſerving of God. The 
eruth is, the carriage and deportment of moſt men 
after Sicknels _ great Deliverances, 1s very 
faulty and vicious, for, if they do fad in their 
hearts to celebrate the memorial of God's Mercies 
to them, and keep a Thankſgiving day, 'tis almoſt 
With the ſame {candalous Rites, as the Heathen 
uſed in their Bacchanalia, expreſling their rejoycings 
in ſuch a wild, frantick, and voluptuous manner, 
as is far diſtant from that Gravity and Sobriery, 


which Obligations of ſuch a high nature do re- 
quire and exact from them : whereas, the Perſon, 
cured by our Saviour, did not expreſs his Joy in 

any 
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any ſuch foolih Raptures ; though we may eaſily 


conceive and apprehend, that he mult needs have 
the moſt quick and delicious ſenſe of eaſe and 
pleaſure, upon the removal of the clog of an Infir- 
mity which had hung upon him, and kept him a 
Priſoner to his Bed for ſo many years : But he 
takes his leave of our Saviour in a ſolemn, humble 
and reverential poſture, and goes away, not ma- 
king any great talk or Proclamation of his Phyſt- 
can or his Cure, though lecretly rejoycing that he 
had found both. Bur, though his Joy was ſilent 
and ſpeechleſs, yer not the lels real : for a loud 
and clamorous Mirth 1s not always the ſoundeſt 
and moſt ſincere, and Solomon tells us as much, in 
Prov. 14-13. that there is a Sardonick Laughter, 
onely from the teeth outwards, or, according to 
his own Phraſe, that there are thoſe, whoſe hearts, 
even im laughter, are ſorrowful. In brief, this Perſon 
was more dilcreet than to make any great noiſe of 
his Cure, or to ſhew himlelt in the Streets, on pur- 
bon to be look'd on , but, being big with Joy to 

nd himſelf at ſo much Eaſe an 7 Ala and re- 
{tor'd to his former Activity, he repairs to the Tem- 
ple, and there vents and diſembogues the full Tide 
of his Joy in the moſt ſolemn Praiſes and Thank/gt- 
wngs to Almighty God, the Great, and his beſt 
Benefaftor. And indeed, to whom {hall we aſcribe 
the great and moſt comfortable Bleſſings of our 
Lives, our Health, Strength, Liberty, and Proſpe- 


D rity, 
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rity, but ro God, as the Author and Dohor of 
them, reſolving all our good Gifts and Bleſſings 


into the Divine Power and Goodneſs. What, (ays 
the Pſalmilt, ſtall I render nnto the Lord for all his 


Benefits towards me ? I will take the Cup of Salvation, 
and call upon the Name of the Lord : that is, though 
David could not fee any way how it was poflible 
to retaliate the Benefits which God had conferred 
upon him, or be ever able to correſpond with the 
Divine Fayours, or ſuch wor? Obligations , yet 
he pitch'd upon Praſes and Thankſgivines, as the 


beſt Payment, where there could be no full ſatit- 


faction. So that from this Fxample of the man's 


going to the Temple, as foon as he could find his Feer, 


we may be inſtructed how to behave and demean 
our {elves after a Recovery from any great Sick- 
neſs, or riddance out of deſperate Troubles and 
Difhculties , namely, to dire& our firſt ſteps to 

wards God's Houle, and to enter his Sanctuary 
with Prailes, ſinging forth our Magnificats, and ſay- 
ing with holy and devout David, While I live, 1 will 
praiſe the Lord, T will praiſe him with uprightneſs. 
And there is great reaſon for it : For, ſays he, in 


another place, thou haſt known my Soul m Adverſity, 
and haſt delivered my Soul from death. And we may 
farther learn from his Example of walking to the 
Temple, to turn our Joy and Felicity, upon the ac- 
count of any great Temporal Blefling, from Sen- 
(ual Rejoycings into Spiritual Triumphs and Exul- 


cations ; 
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eations ; and be {ure notto ſuffer our grateful Senſe 
of God's Mercies to lettle in the dregs of a pra- 
phane Mirth and Scurrility, And indeed, it we do 
well conſider with our lelves, we mult needs (ay 
and acknowledge unanimoully, that the Temple is 
the fitteſt place to be ſeen in, after our Recoyer 
from Sicknels, and narrow elcapes from Death 
and that hither we ought to walk, and pay our 
Vows, and offer up unto God that Tribute of 
Praiſe and T hankſgiving which we owe unto 
11m, for our great and ({ignal Deliverances : for this 
was the way and practice of the impotent man, who, 
after he was made whole, made his hrit Addreſs 
and Preſentment of himſelf to the Temple ; After- 
wards Jeſus fmdeth hun 1 the Temple. os 

Where, in the {ſecond place, we may obſerve 
the ſolema Thankſgiving and publick Devotion 
of the man, after his Reſtauracion, Jeſus findeth him 
in the Temple. 

Now the Temple at Jeruſalem was a place ec 
apart and conſecrated by God himſelt to a Rel:- 
gious Uſe , and tor the Publick Performance of 
Drivme Worſhip ; and hither there was a daily re{ort, 
by God's Command, and offering up of Sacrifices 
of God's own particular choice and aflignation, 


according to the Sins of the People ; and here it 
was that our Saviour met with his late Patient ac 
his Devotions. A yery heppy and comfortablc 
aght indeed, co ſee the Cripple, that hc had lacely 

PR D 2 h let 


I 
[) 


2o Clinicus Reſurgens: or, 
ſet upon his Legs, ſo preſently upon his Knees in 


the Temple , to lee him that could but newly 
walk, running to Church ; to fee him, who had 
but juſt now recovered the Uſe of his Limbs, lift- 
ing up pure and holy hands in the Publick Congrega- 
tion ; to ſee a man no ſooner at liberty, but tre- 
quenting God's Houſe : This, I ſay, was a lovely 
and taking ſight, and could not, but in a great 
meaſure, gratifie our Saviour's Zeal and Aﬀections 
for Godline/s, to lee the great Religion of the man, 
and how ſoon he became a Votary. Burt his Zeal 
is yet farther remarkable, if we conſider, that after 
he was made whole, he was not content ( as ſome 
are ) to praiſe God in private, pr to keep a Thankl- 
giving-day at home, or to pick out ſome certain day 
in the Year, upon which he would ſolemnly com- 
memorate the Mercies of his Reſtitution ; bur he 
repairs to the Temple, and is reſolved to give 
ſome publick ſigns and evidences of his Thankful- 
nels and Devotion. From whole Practiſe and 
Example, we may learn and be convinc'd, how 
much 1t 15 our Duty to glorifie God, and ſhew forth 
his Praiſes, and to declare the wonderful things he 
hath done for us in the Publick Aſſembly - how much 
we are bound to be prefent at the Publick Solem- 
nities of God's praiſe and worſhip, and to celebrate 
the Divine Mercies and Goodneſs unto us in the 
Face of the whole Congregation. For, whatever 
{ome concceited Zealots may think, or how much 


(oever 
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ſoever they value themſelves for their private De- 
potions, Yet, 'tis certain, that we are obliged to ſhew 
our ſelves good Precedents and Examples of Devo- 
tion and Prety to others ; which we can never do, 
as long as we {mother and ſtifle up our Devotions 
in a Cloſet, and confne all our Religion within 
doors: And theretore, if any of us have hitherto 
{atisfed our ſelves with a private Gratitude and De- 
votion, as the full and complement oft our Duty ; let 
us correct that Error, and, for the future, believe 
ir neceſſary, and our bounden Duty, to endeayour to 
{atisfie others as well as our ſelves, of the truth of 
our Gratitude, of the fervour and zeal of our Devo- 
tion, by exhibiting ſome Publick Teſtimonies of ir, 
both for the Example and Confirmation of others. 
I will conclude this point, with what David thinks 
ht to do, and his vigorous relolution in the cale ; 
I will give thee thanks m the great Congregation, Plal. 
35-18. And in Pſal. 22.22. In the midſt of the Con- 
gregation will 1 praiſe thee. And, in another place, he 
tells us, that the Lord us to be feared in the Aſſemblies of 
the Saints ; that 1s, the Publick 1s the fitteſt and 
molt proper meeting-place for the Exercile of Re- 
ligion, and cxhorts to praiſe God m the Aſſemblies, 
P/al 107. 3 2. So that if we think David's Example 
and Advice worth the following, we muſt needs 
conclude it fitting and convenient to make our ſ0- 
lemn Acknowledgments of God's Mercies to us in 
the Publick place of Divine Adorations. For, albeit 


Our 


4mportance, as to forbid him to repeat the ſame 
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our Thankſgivings at home may be very Cordial 
and Sincere, yet there is ſomething in ſuch a $a- 
cred place as this, that will make chem more ac- 
ceptable and Authentick, 

And now, having ſeen the Carriage and Beha- 
viour of the min when he was made whole ; how 
that he was very devoutly given, and, that which 
is of greater praile, that his Devotion was Publick 
and Exemplary ; the next thing will be this, To 
rake notice of the good Counſel and whollome Ad- 
vice which our Saviour gave the man that was made 
whole, exprels'd in thele words, Go, and ſin no more, 
leſt a worſe thing come unto thee. Which words con- 
tain theſc three following things. 

Firſt, That it was the mans Sm that Was the cauſe of 
bu Infirmity. 

Secondly, T hat be was obliged to forſake Sin for 
the future. 


Thirdly, The great danger and miſchief of a 
Relapſe. 

Firſt, It was the man's Sin that was the cauſe of his 
Iifirmty. 

Sim no more, is a Counlel or Prohibition, which 
argues the man to have been guilty of ſome prx- 
vious f1n, that he had been formerly in fault, and 
had finn'd too much already . and fo, in our com- 
mon Ule of the Phraſe, when we charge or admo- 
niſh any Perſon to do {o no more, it 4s of rhe {ſame 


act, 


The Infirm Man made | hole. 2 


a&, or to do any thing of the like nature again. 
And lo Job, in that pious reſolution of his, chap. 3 4. 
ver. 3 2. that if he had done Iniquity, he would do /o 
10 more, doth plainly intimare, that the reaſon why 
he relolved againit offending for the future, was a 
yehement 1ſulpicion of himielt, and conſciouſneſs 
of having done amiſs; and therefore this Expreſſi- 
on, Sim no more, doth inform and fatishe the man 
that was made whole, of the realon of his lace In- 
fhrmity, and how that ſome previous Sin of his 
was the cauſe of ſuch a Puniſhment. And, though 
there be no mention or nomination of any parti- 
cular Sm, that might occaſion that very (becifick 
AMiction , yet God is pleaſed oftentimes to ob- 
(ſerve the Law and Juſtice of Retaliation, and to 
puniſh men in that very ſame kind wherein they 
have offended, and io make our Sins legible in our 
Puniſhments : Sin 1s ſometimes {o imprinted on 
our Puniſhments, that he that runs may read why 
God lays upon us fuch an AMiction, and makes us 
ſuffer m ſuch a particular manner. 

Bur, alchough our Afictions do nor always cor- 
reſpond with the kind and nature of our Sins, 1o 
as to point out plainly to us the particular Cauſes 
and Reaſons of our Sufferings ; yet we arc to con- 
clude, that our Atictions do not cauſlefly come 
upon us, but that there are juſt grounds and rea- 
ſons why they are inflicted ; 1 know, 0 Lord, lays 
David, Plal. 119. 75. that thy Judgments are right ; 


and | 
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and that in faithfulneſs thou haſt afflifted me : that is, 
although David did not exactly diſcern all the 4i- 
ſtin& and proper cauſes of his Sufferings, yet he 
did acquieſce in, and was fully convinc'd of God s 
Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, in ſending ſuch AMii- 


ons upon him ; and that he ſuffer'd no more than 
what he juſtly deſerved ; and more than this, did 
alſo interpret the Divine Chaſtiſements to be an 
Argument of God's Favour and ſpecial Care over 
him ; and that in faithfulneſs thou = af flited me. 
So that, albeit we cannot underſtand the exact rea- 
ſons why we are thus and thus afflicted, yer we arc 
ro look upon our Afictions as the Puniſhments 
due to our Iniquities, and that they are chiefly 
founded upon our Sins. 

*Tis true, that our Saviour tells his Diſciples, 
John 9g. wv. 2. that the man that was born blind did 
not deſerve that unhappineſs upon the ſcore, cither 
of his own, or his Parents {in ; but that it was laid 
upon him as the ſubje& matter for the Divine 
Power to work upon : to the end it might be 
made more manifeſt and illuſtrious, by ſuch a mi- 
raculous inftance of its operation, as producing 
Light out of Darkneſs, and giving d17ht to him who 
was naturally blmd, And this indeed is but a ſingle, 
and the only inſtance, that I know of, in all the 
Scripture, wherein Sin is perte&tly and abſolutely 
cleared from having any ſtroke or influence in 
Puniſhment, or being the foundation of our AMi- 


ions. 
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ions. I am not inſen{1ble what might be the par- 
ticular reaſon of the Diſciples putting this Que- 
ſtion to our Saviour, concerning, the true Caule of 
this man's natural blindneſs ; as, whether it was from 
ſome Sin of his own pre-contracting, or from ſome 
indecent Congreſs of his Parents, which was ac- 
counted a great Legal Impurity, and thought by 
the Hebrews to be the occaſion of Imperfect Births, 
and Corporal defeats. And that which induced 
them to ſuſpect that it might as well be (ome pre- 
vious Sm in the Man, as in his Parents, was that 
Opinion of the Pzthagorean wilewy 4, and, as Gro- 
t114s5 oblerves, the TU T%6516 Antmarum, which did 
then greatly obtain among the Jews, whereby they 
did believe that the Soul made a tranſition out of 
one Body into another, and was detruded into a 
Good or Bad Receptacle of Fleſh, proportionably 
ro its Deſerts in a former Stare, being lodg'd there 
for a eime by way of Tryal and Purgation : and 
thereupon preſum'd that the reaſon of the man's 
being born blind, was by way of Puniſhment for ſome 
Sin antecedent to his Nativity. And this place is 
very much urg'd by the Patrons of Pre-exiſtence in 
thele days, in favour and defence of that Opinion. 


Bur I ſhall wholly wave that Diſpute, as needleſs 
and impertinent to my preſent purpoſe, and as 
looking upon our Saviour's Anſwer to be a plain 
and luthcient confutation of that Do@rine. But 
then, although this natural blindneſs of the man was a 

wo _ pure 


| 
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pure act of God's Soveretznty, and was lo or- 
der'd for a farther maniteſtation of his Power, 
yer God has no where told us, that he would 
make this the trehdent or Rule of his future 
dealings with men, (o as to pumith them in an 
Arbitrary way , and without any other caule 
or reaſon, but becauſe it 1s his Will and Plea- 
(ure. And therefore, rs allurm 6 ot God, Lam. 
Z + IQ. that fe dnth 10t VNvill not) af [ict f the children: 
of men, that 1s, he 1s Joth to 20 about luch an 
harſh and unple caling work : and Puniſhment 
15 nNOt Aa thing WW 11ICH God delig] ICS--16] but lays 
It upon men for weighty and m mentors Caulcs 

and 1s, in a manner, forced thereunto, to the nd 
be may alle:t and vindicate the Jaſtice and Ho 
nour of his Laws. And ſo, -.in another Place. 
Iſa. 28. 21 Punithmeat 1s called God's {trance 
Work, that 1s, Rigour and Severity are no ways 
ellcntal to, ite aliene and extrancous from the 
Divine Nature : and when he doth appoint the 
Rod, 'tis out of che common Road of his Power, 

vv heck generally and naturally exerts it elf Þ 
doing Acts that are moſt beneficial to Mankind. 
And | ſo great is the Mercy and Goodneſs of God, 
and doth fo abundantly flow in the Divine Na- 
Tre, that We. Jobn, In the hr(t F piſtle 4+ _ O1\CS 
us this deſcription and character of God, char he is 
Love : For God 14 Love: that is, not only loving, bur 


pe Love 1n the Abſtract and therefore, We Haze 
nor 
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not the leaſt reaſon in the 


World to imagine, that quid patimwr mals, peccatis no- 
God doth afllict men ſtris imputandim E//E, Neg; enim 


Docet etiam hic admonitio, quic- 


oP, c fortmite ſunt Hominum calami- 
merely Or IPOIT, OT IOF partes, [ed totidem ſunt Caitigato- 


the exerciſe of his Power 1: fernle. Primo 1taq; manum 


ES AN I'ei que nos percntit agnoſcere 
and SOVCTe1gnty ; bur tis oportet, non cecum fortune impe- 


{ome grand Cauſe 2nd tum :mAgimari mals noſtris, 
Prov OCarion, which doth Deinde ixuc Deo honorem tri- 


buere, quod quum optimus fit Pa- 
caule him to alter or re- ;e- ex noſtris 1:1ſcris voluptatem 


cede trom the Natural ron caprar, wdeog; nunquam dx- 
VIS m0S 1 aller, nifs peccatis no= 
courſe and methods of $5: ofcins - Catt,. ahi 
his Goodneſs : fo that, al- 
thouch our Puniſhments do nut ajways carry the 
Preface and Title of our Sins, nor have them plain- 
ly written 1n their Forehcads, yet Us aways | ate ſt 
ro believe our Sins to be the ſole and primary 
Caulc of our wor api and not to impure them 
wholly unto ſecundary caſes, as either to the Male- 
volent Aſpects of the Sta#s, or ome inauſpicious 
Influences of the Heavens, or to te Malice and Ins 
Juitice of Men. I ſay, tis much later and better for 
11s tO Impute our Sickneſs and Diſeaſes, our Troubles 
and L offes in the World, to our Sms, rather than to 
te probable or unce retain Ca ſes W 'hich the Phyſ1- 
bl; n may allign, Or to the unluc Ky Conjunction of 
the Planets at our Na tivity. For, it we alcribe our 
Suftcrings of this, or any other kind, to any thin 
bur our Sms, as the chict and orincipal Gaul 
thereof, we {hall be apr to expoſtulace the juſtice 


88 and 
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and reaſonableneſs of God's Dealings with us, and 
alſn not to condemn, or thmk the worle of our 
ſelves for our Sims, and conſequently, nor repent 
of them as we ought ; (o that, it other Cauſes are 
not more viſible and apparent, 'tis abſolutely the 
beſt way to impure a Fever to lome Exceſs, or the 
beats of Paſſion, our Fall ro our (Pride . our ſinking 
in our Eſtates, or the lols of them, co our Fraud, 
and Injuſtice and Oppreſſoon m gerting them, and 
ſuch like common Topicks of Diſobedience , and, 
by this means, we ſhall be the moſt likely to lay 
the Guilt and Blame of our Sutterings at the right 
door : and, whilſt we look upon our Sins, and 
really judge them to be the grand cauſe of our 
miſery = unhappmeſs, and that they occaſion fo 
much milchiet both to Body and Soul, and Fortunes 
roo, we (hall, doubtleis, be the readicr, and more 
inclin'd ro condemn and arraign our Sins, as our 
greateſt Fnemies, and conſequently, to mortifie and 
do Execution upon them, and reſolve never to 
hug and cherith them any more. In ſhort it was 


= the man's ſin, as Our Savour told him, 
714, Chryl. | \ , . 
Nd iff that occalioned that long Infirmity, and 
his enduring all that pam and miſery 
F 2 
and lo muſt we generally conclude, that if we 
are afflicted with Sickneſs, or Pain, or any other 
kind of Adverſity, that 'tis our Sins which have 
done us this unkindnels, and brought ſo much Eyil 
VPon us. 


Ic 
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It muſt indeed be granted, Cerrm quidem eft quod 
har God doth ſend AﬀiQtions "77 4:xmmns, miſerias 


| omnes originem trahere 
for diffeteat ends and purpoles, «x pecca's: ſed Dexs 


and not always as the direct Pu- 44715 ac canſis ſmos af- 


| $ ; | fligit. Calv. in Joh. c 9. 
aiſhments of Sin, but ſometimes 5 Joh.C'g 


for the tryal and confirmation of our Graces : as 
in the Afflictions of 7b, and many ocher Eminent- 
ly Good and Holy men, throughout all the Ages 
of the World, who have been exercis'd and train'd 
up for Heaven, by a ſevere tryal of Afictions : 
And thele Chaſti/ements of the Righteous, are not ſo 
much Tokens of God s Dilpleature, as Indications 
of his Love and Favour, and acertain Criterion of 
their Filiation and Relation ro him. But then, not- 
withſtanding that God 1s rar to affict Good 
men, for the Probation of their Vertues , yerthe 
Scripture being ſo plain and univerlal in alledging 
the Threats, and Communations of Puniſhment, 
with reſpe& to mens Diſobedience and wilful 
Violation of the Laws of God, 1 thall venture to 
lay, that I judge it ſafeſt ro place our AfMictions 
generally, and for the moſt part, to the account of 
our Sins, rather then ſo much magnife or inſiſt 
upon God's Right of Dominion over his Crea- 
cures, and power to puniſh them ar his Will and 
Pleaſure, as ſome are wont to do: 


Secondly, Sin uo more, doth imply an Obligation 
to forſake Sm for the future, 
-4 | 


m »- ---»o. is as if our Saviour ſhould have 
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ſaid to the man reſtored, You have (cen the Power 
and Mercy of God ride ou, in recovering 
ou from ſuch an as 1 [nfirmity ; you 
he plentifully ralted how good and gracious the 
Lord has been, in making you whole, after the 
ſhatterings of ſuch a long and tedious Diſeaſe ; and 
therefore, upon cis large and comfortable Expe- 
_nience of God 5 Goodneſs, you are obliged, out of a 
principle of pure Inzenuity, not co offend againſt (0 
g00d a Benctactor, and Author of your Faſe and 
Hap) 1114 [s. \ nd ruly X Inzratitude 1 IS thc \ -orlt, and 
blackeſt Mas we can be pulry of, as it relpects 
our Obligations to men ; tor, not to acknowled, Me 
a Favour or Benet los us, Much more to era 
liate the kind Offices and k (iltaaces of our Fricads 
with Scorn and Contempr, 1s enough to make us 
perfteEtly odious and deteltable to all Mankind. 
Bur then, Ingratitude, as it refers to God, muſt need. 
be an unſpeakable Sin; and what worle [ngrac- 
tude Call a Man bc oulty of, th an to fall 11 afreth TO 
his Sms, after a ſignal delryerance from S: kneſs, 0! 
ſome eminent, fearful d.mger ? What is this but to 
return eV: for £ood, and hatred tor [15 C0 od Will L 
What 1s this bat to fly in God s Face "oo RF 112 
ncls, and to prove an Enemy, where there 1s an 
Obligation to be the greatelt Lover and Friend 
For, If a man {hould ſtudy Ingr atitude all his days, 
he na not make a greater or {adder Proficiency 
In it, than by finning againſt God, after ſome latc 


and 
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and wonderful | demonſtration of his Kindneſs and 
Favour, and thereby reverling all the Obligations 
of Jon and Conſcience, The Apoltle cells us, in 
Col. 1. 21. that we become Enemies to God by wicked 
Works : I that to oflend nm at any time 1s an act 
of Enmity ; but then to do lo when he has ſtood by 
uSint the time of our Sickneſs. and [11pported LS 1N 
a day of Daraneſs and Ciomuneſs, and has delivered 
15 out of fix and {even Troubles, 1s the Bitterelt cx- 
preſſion of Ingratirude we can poſſibly make, and 
the moſt deiper ate Enmuty we can be guilty of : 
{o that it we had but the leaſt ſpark of Þgenuty re- 
maining 1n us, we ſhould be horribly athamed to 
make tuch unhandſom and unworthy Returns to God 
for his great Endearments of us to him, and would 
rather. look upon every Mercy or Deliverance 
which we receive, as an ingagement to greater 
Holmeſs, and a ſtrong and freth Ob! 19Ation to bet- 
ter Obedience. T 1s certain, that our Sins contract a 
Orcater or lefler degree of Maligaity , According to 
the time and other Circumſtances wherein hey 
uy commutred ; lo that alrhough Drunkennefs, and 
Cuſt, and Pr Cph ſes are foul and GrieVOUs 51S At 
al times, yet they riſe and mount to greater Im- 
piety, waen they are acted and done in the very 


Face and prelence of God's JECT Surely 


» 


lays Gud by his Prophet, in their Affi;on they will 
ſeek me early, Hol, 5. V. ut, And lo does the Pro- 
pact Ijaiab \peak to the lame purpole, ch, 26. 9. 


wt 
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For when thy Judgments are in the Earth, the Inhabitants 
the World will learn Righteouſneſs. The import and 


0 
| *+" win of which words 1s this, that it is a 


great aggravation of Sin, ſtill tro provoke God 
when his Judgments are actually incumbent upon 
vs; anda monſtrous kind of Obſtinacy, ro conti- 
nue wicked and impenitent in the very midſt of 
Judgment. Bur then, how can any man offend 
more heinoully, or contrive to {in with greater 
affront to Almighty God, than after ſome great 
Memorandum of his [1ngular Goodnels and Mercy to 
him ? For me. when I am freed from the {corch- 
ing Heats of a Fever, then to burn with Luſt, 'and 
carry an Aitna of Impure Flames within me . Ol 
having eſcaped Drowning, then to overwhelm my 
ſelf in a Deluge of Drink , or narrowly milling a 
deſpoliation of my Goods and Fortunes, then to 
laſh out my Eſtate in Fxtremities, and walt my 
Patrimony by vain Profuſions ; or laſtly, being 
newly raiſed from a Bed of Sicknels, then to link 
hols Grave of my old Corruptions, and become 
dead in Trefpaſſes and Sins : what 15 this but to fin 
with the moſt unpardonable circumſtance, and a 
dire method to render every ſuch Sin the more 
exceeding, fintul ? And therefore, Sm no more, 1s a 
Rule and Counlel which every one ought to keep 
and oblerve very ſtridtly, after any fignal and 
great Preſervation ; becauſe that the ſinning fo 
«freſh, and iramediately upon great Obligations to 


che 
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the contrary,cannot but be the higheſt Provocation 
of God imaginable, and does mightily enhance and 
aggravate the nature and quality of our Sins, and 
muſt needs proceed from the moſt bale and un- 
worthy Principles. 

Thirdly, and laitly, Here 1s the great Danger 
and Miſchief of ſuch a Relapſe, implied in thele 
words, Leſt a worſe thing come unto thee. 

Which cautionary Counlel of our Saviour, con- 
rains 1n it theſe two things : 

Firſt, The danger of greater Calamities m thu 
World. 

Secondly, The danger of Eternal Damnation m 
another. 


Firſt, The danger of greater Calamities 10 this 
World. 

Tis tor the Intereſt and Safety of all Perſons, 
© take Warning by their Affithons, not to fin any 
more : but as Sea-marks, which lerve to give no- 
tice to the Mariners of the Rocks and Quick- 
lands, and the great danger of making too near 
approaches, leſt, touching upon them, they {hould 
be tplit into Deſtruction ; lo our Afflittons ſhould 


be a ſtanding Signal to us, of the great danger of 
touchm? UPOn Our DMs, which arc as pernicious ad. 


Rocks, and, like Quick-ſands, will devour and [wal- 
low us up. So that if we have once elcap'd the 
danger of a [ipwrack by our Sins, 'tis belt to have 
2 Care that we run not upon them again, leſt by ſo 

F doing 
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: 
doing we fmally periſh. For, —_ God has been 
0 gracious to us, as to ſpare us this, or the other 
time, notwithſtanding our Demernts, and the great- 
neſs of our Sins, yet we muſt not preſume that he 
will ſpare us any farther, it we ſtill go on, and 
verfi 11, OUT Diſobedience. Though he has been fo 
metcitul, as to recover us from a Aeſperate Sckneſs, 
and to reſcue us out of our Trovbles, and to redeem 
our Soul from Adverſity; yet we muſt not think to 
hnd the {ame Mercy at another time, in cale we 
do nothing, ſuitable to 1t-: and, though God |: 
tor the preicnt given us our Lives, we muſt not 
depend upon the ſame Salvation tor the future, if 
lo be we fall to the lame Evil courjes, which 
brought our late Afflic:os upon us , but we muſt 
rather expect to have a recourle to our Sims pu- 
nifl'd with lome worſe Judgment than has hitherty 
betallen us: tor, it one Affliftion will not terrihe 
us, God will {cnd another that {hall care us to 
{ome purpole. It this Sickneſs or great Deliveranc« 
do nut make us better, more holy, mare deyour, 
and take us off trom ow Sms, we mult look for a 
{orer Affliftion to come upon us ; and therefore we 
{hall wondertully deceive and cheat our elves in- 
to Deſtruction, 1t, when God hath delivered us from 
the ſnares of death, and kept us from falling into the 
Pit of corruption, we (hall fy prelumptuouſly with 
our (elves, as Agag once did, Surely the buterneſs of 
death 1s paſt, and lo encourage our (elyes in our 
wicked- 
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wickedneſs : For , though this Sickneſs has not 
( chrough the great Mercies of God ) carried us off, 
yet our continuance in Sm will provoke him juſt- 
ly to lend another, that ſhall certainly cumble us 
into our Graves ; and, if this great Deliverance 
from Trouble and Danger, will not advance and en- 
|arge our truſt 1n the l1vmg God, and make us more 
credulous and believing oft his Power and Goodneſs, 
we may expect that God will caſt us into deeper 


Troubles, and refuſe to know, or help us in our Ex-: 


'remities, and the day rf our diſtreſs : For, by our in- 
corrigiblenels and impenitency atter a Recovery, 
ve thall hazard another Sicknels ; and when we 
are once made whote, and yet fin agam, we mult cx- 
pect that a Worſe thmg will come unto us. 

God has more ways than one to meet with us, 
he has methods and {trains of Puniſhment, which 
we .never yct felt or knew , Is net deſtruttion to 


!he wicked and 4a ſtrange puniſhment to the workers of 


[Intquity * Job 31. 3. So that it one Judgement fuc- 
cced another tor wWanc of our Amendment, IT will 
certainly be more grievous than the tormer, and 


rake a double vengeance upon us for the repetition of 


or fins. It the Rod will not do the work, and lerve 
0 reform us, God will Icourge us with Scorpions : 
aad 1t we conſider, that ſome men have no ſooner 
1nnd, but immediately dyed upon it, and other 
mens Sins have coſt them their Lives in cheix firſt 
"icknels ; of how much ſorer Puniſhment, ſuppoſe 

3 MW Ye, 
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ye, ſhall they be worthy, who, having had often 


Reprieves from Death, and Deliverances out of 
many T roubles, do yet perſevere in their Sims, and 
offend againſt lo much Goodneſs. To ſpeak com- 

pendioully , *tis certain that a 
In [umm 1, IC PEnada' nm | M « ; 5 \ TP 
aſus oft. ut cantiores i= TEconrſe to our former Sims, will 
poſter nm redd. mur: S: cauſe God to multiply and a7- 
ad promos © ſends or ance his Judgments ; for, tc 
ram cordis duriniem, God threatens the 1ſrachtes, in 
| Gags 4-9 ſerie. cafe of their obſtinacy and im- 
” En ate PenItence ; If you will not for all 
this hearken unto me, then 1 wall puniſh you ſeven time: 
more for your {ms, Lev. 26. 18. So that we had need 
Yr take heed of finning after Aﬀtictions, leſt we tall 
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\ under ſome heavicr and more terrible Judgment 
E of God. Bur, | 

" Secondly, The greater danger of a relapſe mto Sin, 15 
that of Eternal Damnation. 

- Tis molt certain, that as the Wages of Sm 1) 
: Death, fo the Wages of Impenitency is Eternal death. 
s For, when God has try d the various ways and 
4 mcthods of his Wildom and Goodncls to reclaim 
; us, and without any Succeſs; we may, in Juſtice, 
1 expect, that the Divine Patience will be turn'd 
's into Fury, and that we {hall be hurried our of the 
i W'orld in great contuſions of Soul, and with cx- 
G tremc horror and deſpair of hnding the leaſt merc; 
I or «omfort hereafter : For, 1t ſuch AMiRions as 
: Sickneſs, Pam, Mijery and Diſtreſs, will not make us 


better, 


The Infirm Man made Whole. $7 
better, and to break oft our Sins by Righteouſneſs . 


and it ſuch Mercies as a Recovery and Deliverance 
out of theſe Afflidtions, will not oblige us to greater 
caution and circumſpection 1n our Lives, and to walk 
more humbly with our God, our Iniquities will cer- 
tainly be our ruine, and the renewal of our Sms will 
ſink us into a deplorable ſtate of Damnation. For, 
what can we expect lels from our repeated Provo- 
cations of the Almighty, than to make him our 
deadly and irreconcileable Enemy , and conſe- 
quently, to undergo the levercit Penalties of his 
Wrath and Dilplealure againſt us ; we cannot look 
for any other reward of our D:/obedience, after fo 
orcat Mercies received, and fo groſly abuſed by us, but 
that God thould caſt us oft tor ever, and confſign 
us our Portion in the diſmal Regions of Eternal 
Horror and Darkneſs. And, lzt us conſ1der what a 
huge P1CCC of Madneſs it 1s tor us, when we are 
made whole, ro go and deſtroy both Sou! and Body by 
a repetition of our Vices * What a milerable cue 
IS it, when we are railed from a fick and fevyeri 

Bed, to go and throw our lclves into a Bed of wun- 
quenchable flame) * What a wotul act 1s It, when God 
has delivered us out of great troubles, to go and 
plunge our lelves into endleſs miſery * How unmerci- 
ful and deſperately unkind are we to our felves, 
when God has made us to prolper greatly in the 
World, and has, perhaps, retrieved our {9ſt For- 
tunes, by ſome extraordinary Bleſling of his Provi- 
> dence ; 
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dence ; yet, by uncharitableneſs, ro march into Dives's 
place of Torments, where we ſhall not have the 
mercy of a drop of water to cool our Tongues * O ! what 
a dreadtul Folly is it, when God Fach {xved and 
prelerved Us, even to 4 miracle, then to caſt our 
ſelves away ! And this we certainly do, when we 
turn to our Sins afreſh, and, as the Apoſtle hrales 
it, like a Dog 10 h1y Vomit, ſe a Jow to her Wwallowing 
m the mire. And habee: leeing, 2 YCNOVAtION of 
our Sins will intallibly prove our bane and deſtruct- 
on, and that, to provoke God by repeated acts of 
Diſobedience, iS as much as our Life is worth, and 
will coſt us Etermty, we had need have a (pecial 
care how we oftend God by a Supertxtation ot 
Sins, after our Recovery and Deliverances, leſt a worſe 
thmg come unto us, than thoſe Afﬀiictions which 
we have hitherto ſuffered and endured in this 
World. In a word, a re\urre&tion of our Sins will 
Kill us for ever, and make a final diflolution of 
Our Happ meſs. Is not deſiruthion to the wicked * 
fays Job ; and who are they, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
that {71 be prunſh'd wh everla —_ deſtruction from 
the preſence of the Lord, but the wicked and im- 
penitent : 
And now, having conf1de red the molt material 
Contents of our Saviour s Counſel to the mfirm man, 
after his Recovery ; I ſhall only beg leave to draw 
ſome Practical laterences from the whole. and ſo 
dilmils your Attention. 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, Then we are to ſhew our ſelves exceeding thank- 
ful for the great Mercies of our Preſervation. 

'Tis Gods great and ſ1ngular Mercy unto us 
chat we are alive at preſent, and on this ſide the 
Grave; and a more eſpecial mark of his Favour 
to ſome of us, that we are in ſuch a good meaſure 
and degree of Health, as to be able to appear be- 
fore God 1n his own Houle, and to praile him in 
the Publick Aflembly. *T1s, | lay, a wonderful 
Inſtance of God's Favour and Indulgence towards 
us, in that he has reſtored us from a Dileaſe which 
has been lo fatal to others, and has ſparcd us a 
little longer, and given us farther {paces and op- 
portunitics of Repentance ; whereas, tis much to be 
tcared, that thoulands that are lately gone to their 
long Home, have lett the World with their Sms and 
Fear s ULPOon them, and are now entred into the 
Chambers of Darknels, and an irrcver{ible ſtate, 
Where 1s impoſhble, 1n the leait, to alter or mend 
thew condition. And therefore, how ought we to 
rcfHect upon 1t, as an unſpeakable Mercy ot God, 
chat we are yet alive, and were not Inatch d away 
n that ſad hurry and contuſion which others have, 
and that God has made us (uch living Monuments 
ot the greatnels of his Salvation ? For, if we had 
dropt away lo luddenly as others have, with lictle 
or no Warning, I do very much doubr whether we 
had not made a bad exit our of the World, and 
died 10 a miſerable caſe. For, ſuch is our Folly, that 
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we ſeldom think of, much lets, prepare our ſelves 
for our latter end, till we apprehend our ſelves in 
nigh approaches to the Grave, and, perhaps, have 
the Meſlengers of Death in our view. Burt when 
we hnd our ſelves upon the Brimk of Etermty, and 
entering the Borders of another World, we are then 
in great Diſtrattion, at a great loſs and Quzre what 
we {hall do to be ſaved : And indeed, what clear- 
neſs of Thought, what judgment of our Condi- 
tion, What (crious recollection of our paſt Lite, or 
compoſednels of Mind can we have ? or what fr 
preparations can we pollibly make tor our Voyage 
to Frernity, in the few diſturbed moments of a 
dying time ? fo that by fuch a ſudden Arreſt of 
Death, millions of wiprepared Souls have been un- 
done, milerably undone for ever. And for this 
Caule we are bound to thank God moſt heartily 
and ſincerely, tor that he hath pared us to this 
day, and not puniſh d our wpreparedneſs tor dying 
by a wiolent and ſudden death. O, what a bletled 
gift is Life ! and what a precious Enjoyment 15 
Health, 1t we did bur value them to their tull worth, 

which we leldom do ! tor, although this preſent 

Life is but {ſhort at che very beſt, and oftentimes 

Imbittered with varicus and manitold Att:ctions, 

by ſore and grievous Diſeaſes, and by deep miSfortiut: 

in the World, yet, as ſhort and bitter as it 1s, 't15 

highly valuable upon this account, in that it is the 

only opportunity of preparing tor a better life. 

And 
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And therefore old Coriſcus ( as Sto Kierr@& Iv wa 
: ' . Wewr dy ws ane ny & 
beus recites the Story ) was mightily i, epjog/e 
to blame, not only for his Ingrati- «rij*nv 4m, len, 
: &s and; arv70pe. 
rude, but Impiety too, who, when 
he had been deſperately ſick for a long time, and 
yet it pleas'd God to reſtore him, inſtead of wonny 
upon his Recovery as a Mercy, he ſeem'd to be muc 
troubled that God had ſpared him his Life, and to 
grumble at his Preſervation. 

And lo is our Health of the ſame valuation, and 
tO be priz'd by us at a very great Rate ; foraſmuch 
as Health is the great Inſtrument of A#ion, and the 
only ſeaſon for our minding both our Temporal 
and Eternal Intereſts : for, when a man is in Sick- 
nels and great Pain, he can have little power or 
mind to look after the World. or to purlue Riches 
and Honour, and ſuch ſplendid Nothings ; bur is 
forced to lay alide all Buſineſs, and to become a 
Bankrupt as to the World. And any of us that 
doth know what Pain and Sickneſs is, and, I be- 
lieve, there are few or none of us but what have 
telr them, by a woful Experience, muſt needs have 
oblerved how much the Powers of the Soul are 
diſorder'd at ſuch a time, and that they cloſely 
{ympathize with the Sufferings and Indiſpolitions 
of the Body ; ſo that that man that could pray 
Seraphically and like an Angel, when he was in 
Health, can hardly make a Prayer wich any Senſe, 
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lively fervour of Spirit, or ſuavity of Soul, when he 
is conflicting, with a ſharp and dolorous Diſeaſe. A 
Regular and Vigorous Devotion, muſt have ſtrength 
of Conſticution as well to raiſe, as to ſupport it ; 
for though the Spirit # willmg, yer if the Fleſh be 
weak, we (hall find a great inepritude and unhenels 
tor Spiritual Performances. The higher Powers and 
Operations of the Soul, are much influenced by the 
Crafts and Temper ot our Terreltrial Part, and moye. 
if we may believe the Modern Philoſophy, by the 
Laws of Mechaniſm ; whence 1t follows that our 
Zeal uſt necellarily taint and decay with the lan- 
guor of our Spirits, and that we cannot be right for 
Devotion, when our Bodies are out of order. And 
we would do well allo ro conhider, that the moſt 
Eminent Virtues of Chriſtianity, arc hardly pra@1i- 
cable in a time of Sicknels : for then Patience 1s apt 
tO turn into Peeviſhneſs ; Submiſſion to God's Will, 
mo Mutmons T houghts and Complaints, Faith, into 
Fear and Tremulous doubtful apprehenfions of the Mercies 
of God : then the Forgivmg our Fnemies will ſeem 2 
thing more of Conſtramt, than Willnge/s, and look 
more like want of Power to Revenge, than a generous 
Pardon ; then the Contempt of the World will-be no 
more a Vertue, than is the deſþiſinz what we can- 
not enjoy ; then Charity can only Will and Subſcribe 
lo much to the Poor, and if we have not cram'd up 
our Paſſions in obedience to our Rea/on before we 


come to Iye upon a Sick Bed, we ſhall then find 
them 


e Inhrm Man made Whole. 4 


them in a manner inſuperable , becauſe that Sickneſs 
inſtead of allaying our Paſſins, uſually gives Fire 
and Rage to them ; inſtead of cooling , does but_ 
inflame them the more , nothing in Nature being | 
more Touchy, Humoriom and Impatient, than a 
man in terrible Pam and Anguſh: And as for Self. 
denial and Mortification, they are too Great a Work 
for Fleſh and Bloud to undergo, when they lye 
groaning under the Burthen ot a Diſeaſe, and are 
ready to fall ro the Ground with the Heavineſs of 
their on Wetgh! : lo that our [Health is the only time 
for Piety and Devotion to Hourith in, and tor the 
performing a Great, Active and Excellent Obedi- 
ence ; every Sick man hnding it work cenouvh to 
bear his Infirmities, and to follow the Nice Prc- 
| criptions of the Phyſician, If then we neglect io 
fair an Advantage for the workms out our Salvation, | 
4s 1s the time of our Health, we {hall be PUN | 
of the molt dangerous Folly and Preſumption ; 
toralmuch as the days ot Sorrow haſten on apace, 
and the years draw ni9n, when we ſhall ſay chat 
we have no pleaſure ; that is, not only figh away 
our time in Bitterneſs and AZel.imcholy, by reafon of 
the continual waſtmgs and cnſrmptions of Nature, 
whereby our Lite (hall become tedious and bur- 
thenſom to us ; but (hall alſo fend the Dntics of 
Religion, through thc weaſmeſs of the Fleſh, C0, PIOVe 
in the nature of a Penance : for what Seneca ob- 
lerves of Vice in general, how that laborat faſtidig 
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Age, namely, that it grows lick and weary of it 
ſelf. Ir is then highly Neceſlary and Expedient, 
that we begin the Practice of Religion in due time, 
whilſt we have our Wits intirely about us, whilſt 
we are in the gaieries of Health and Strength, and 
able to bear the yoke with chearfulneſs; or, as the 
Prophet Jeremy prelcribes, <. 13. TV. 16. before our 
feet ſtumble upon the dark Mountains, that 1s, beforc 
we come to the fatigues of Lite, and fall into the 
Ruincs and Infirmities of Old Age : nay, our Sa- 
viour further telleth us, the Night cometh when no 
man can work. And it fo, it will be our beſt and 
wileſt courſe to follow Solomon's Advice, Fccleſraſtes 
9. 10. to beſtir our lelves to ſome purpole, and to 
fer our ſelves roundly to work out our Salvation ; 
and that for this very reaſon, becauſe there #4 no 
Work, uy Device, nor Knowledge, nor Wiſdom in the 
Grave, whither we are all going; \o that if we neglect 
our main work till Siclnel? or Age do overtake 
us, tis likely to be but lorrily done, if it be done 
at all , that Srok a very improper ſtate, as I juſt 
nov intimated, for Rel:1gious athons, and, poſſibly, 
we may be cut oft by a {udden Death, or ſeized 
with fuch a ſtupifying Diſeaſe, as is the Apoplexy, 
and ſo find no room or place for Repentance. And 
therefore, if we rightly and duly confider the great 
Mercy of Life, as it isan opportunity to prepare 
our felves for a better ; and how much greater 

; Mercy 
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Mercy it is to have it ſweetned with che appen- 
dages of Health and Strength, whereby we are ina- 
bled and fitted both for the Service of God, and of 
our ſelves too : We muſt needs look upon our 
ſelves as bound to glorifie God with the higheſt praiſes ; 
and what can our great and miraculous Preſerya- 
tions in ſuch a ſickly and dangerous ſeaſon as we 
have lately known, and our ſignal Recovery from 
2 Diſeaſe which has made ſuch a [weep among us ; 
what, I ſay, can this notable Salvation challenge Foot 
us, leſs than the moſt Grateful Reſentments ? and 
how can we better expreſs our Gratitude to the Fa- 
ther of Mercies, than by honouring him with our 
Lives, or, in the P/almiſts words, praiſe him with up- 
righmeſs, that is, a Univerſal Goodneſs and Righte- 
ouſnels of Life 2 Wherefore, 

Secondly, We are to make a good Hſe and due Im- 
provement s | our Mercies and Preſervations. 

When we are made whole by God's great Po- 
wer and Goodneſs, there is another Amendment 
required on our part, and that is, that we prove 
ſound in our Morals, and a Recovery of Virtue ſuc- 
ceed the Recovery of our Health for, unleſs there 
be an equal Soundneſs of Body and Soul. we can 
never be really and pertectly well; and indeed, a 
diltempered vitious Soul is the worſt Sickneſs of all : 
And therefore, when we are reſtored to Bodily 
Healch, and cured of our outward Infirmities, 'tis 


but highly juſt and reaſonable that we ſhould look 
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to the cleanſing of the Inward Man, and purging 
the Soul of all its corrupt Qualities, and depraved 
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Aﬀettions , for, if the leaſt Filthineſs or Corruption 
do adhere to the Soul, we can never be thorough- 
ly Righe, and the Health of the Bly will only be 


e Cover of a deſperate rottenne/s within. And 
therefore that is a molt dan- 
Aoi #t aligns A mer- oergus and pernicious Error 
pretetar, quaſi eo ſib1 eriam | 
vaxc patear ad delinquen- Of lome men, to think chart 
dum, quia pater ad pemr- they are delivered only to 
tendurs | © redundantia SET Carth Wickodneoſ 
Clements 4 cxleſtis [1bid:- COLINITUE art cl ; ICKCUNC >) 
nem ſaciat humane teme- and look upon their Recovery 
ries, Tertul. defaent- from Sickneſs ro be only a 
tentia lib. c. 7, "HD 
whet to their Sins, and to rc- 
freſh their Apperites to their //ices : And they pre- 
tend to underſtand the courle of Nature (o tar, as 
to believe Sicknels to be ſometimes a very neccl- 
ſary Phyſick, in order to the purging and light- 
ning, and exonerating the Body of thole groſs Hu- 
mours which it is apt to contract by a long per- 
manence of Healch ; and which, unleſs they arc 
cleared of by Sickncls or ſome ſuch way, would 
loclog their Spirits, as to hinder their Activity it 
ſinning, and very much dull their Taſte and Reliſh 
of Senſual Pleaſures ; fo that theſe men judge the 
only Uſe of Sickneſs, and a Recovery from it, to 
be this, viz. to help them to enjoy their Sins with 
more delight, and to heighten the ſenie of plea- 
ſure. And cruly, 1 fear, that this Opinion is too 


rikc 
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rife and prevailing among us, and that it cauſeth 
us to take encouragement ' from our Prelervations 
ro fin the more ; as if God had reſtored us, and re- 
cruited our ſtrength, that we might be the ſtronger 
co fin, and the abler to hight againft Him with his 
own Mercies. So that it oftentimes happens, that 
Afflitions do us more harm than good, meerly from 
this Atheiſtical Tenet Thar Sicknels 15 a thing alto- 
ether of courſe, and both proper and neceſlary, 
In order to 2 farther invigoration of our fintul and 
carnal Apperites ; whereas, 'tis molt clear and evi- 
dent from Scripture, that Afflitkons are deligned to 
leave us better than they found us ; and that God 
doth every where declare plainly and potrively, 
that it 1s mens Amendment and Retormation 
which he principally aims ar 1n all his Judgments : 
and Lelwe we are firmly to belicve, and to en- 
:ertain no other thoughts, bur that our Sickneſles, 
:nd great Deliverances from them, do oblige us 
© a new courle of Life, require us to turn over a 
new Leaf, and to take out a new Leflon of Obe- 
dience : fo that every one ot us thould begin to 
argue with himſelf the realon of God's Goognels, 
and preferving him in ſuch a manner, faying, 
Why am I thus wondertully ſnatch'd out of the 
Jaws of Death ? and, why has God fo miracu- 
loutly made me whole, and lengthned out my days ? 
Is it for any fJuch reaſon, as that ſuch a poor, 
worthleſs Creature as ] am, can add any Moments 

tO 
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to his Felicity, by my living in the World ? or that 
my Service can any way be profitable to the Al. 
mighty ? Surely no: But God has ſpared me for 
my own Good, and the Good of others, to the end 
| might repent of my Sins, and attract others to 
the Love and Praftice of Religion, by my good Ex- 
ample ; and become the Light and Ornament of 
my Generation. And thus we ſhould always con- 
clude with our ſelves, that our Deliverances from 
Death are for ſome weighty Ends and purpoles, 
and that Wc are relerv'd for {ome great and glorious 
deeds, ſo as to out-do all the World in Piety 
and Virtue, andrto live luch a Life as may [peak 
us to be more like Angels than the Men we for- 
merly were. This we {hould apprehend to be the 
expected Fruit of God s afflifting us at any time, 
and the reaſon of our coming lo fairly oft with 
our Lives,namely, that our caſtmg down might caulc 
us to rebound the higher in Vertue and Goodnels. 
Let us then a little examine what we are im- 
ors by Afflifions, and what change, for the 
er, the Recovery of our priſtine Health and 
Strength hath wrought upon us ; Have they ab- 
ſtrated us any whit the more from the Body, or 
{ſubdued us to the World ? Have they quenched 
our thirſt after Hour, and Secular Glory *? Have 
they allay'd the Heats of our Luſts and 4s aA 


or, have they brought us out and ſet us free from 
ſlavery ro Baſe and Vile affettions * It were happy 


indeed 
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indeed if it were (o, for {luch a change as this 
ought to be the FE vent of our Afflidkons, and Deli- 
verances lrom them. It would be an excellent 
Spcech, and highly tor our commeadation, it any 
of us could lay, O my dear God! what a Blejjed 
change hath tas late Affliction w rought in me! 
with what a damp has 1t {truck the Luſts and foul 
Evyaporations oft the Fleſh! how has it lmooth 'd 
my Temper, and tluok my | allions into a Calm ! 
how has this DIO madc mic 0 naulcate ny for- 
mer Luxuries! how do I now lice the Vanity of 
glory Ing in Strc ng or Beauty, and UA Ru ''s 


profit uot im the a) of Wraith ! _ a Spring of 


purc and more raileat T1 ſghay wiat an FEleva- 
On of Mind above the FTatierice FO” | 1MPrations 
of the orld do l now had ! how {þ an Tely 15 the 


current of my Afﬀections turn d from thinos on 
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Earth, WO tl 19S above ! what a Relurreclion of 


Soul and Body do | already feel, by 1:ving my 
Converſation in licavin! Thus have | 1; Sin 
ner MmMadc 2.211 {LC by Af {ttt }MIS, il | | 5s | rom | 
T SIK-7 a ROM Ce. tO 1 Spiritual [Te; ON 
ol0r10Us for 'Pic) 11d IV 1; F 1don'd and wm ad 
bis Sod wit!s adtche Verne. of RV v1, rjoyce 
&I-:4 Dridegroon: (> TU the 7 1x Ce of [1! fc T3) 1p 


py and Blefl!cd! Chance in $4c- Jy tUS.LO DE trail 
torm'd into the D;vme Nature, thus to have our 
Mmds purified rom all Eartilinets 20d Senluality, 
and 1(o be hwined tor the Happiacts of a Spritual 


LH] | World ! 
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World ! Wherefore, {ceing we have been afflicted, 


and are made whole, let 1s tollow our Sav1iour's cau- 
tionary Advice, to Sm no more, and {ettle it firmly 
in our Hearts, that nothing, by the Afliltances of 
the Divine Grace, tlhall diſpence wit our Pur- 
poles, or a{loil our ReloJutions of walking before 
God in Newneſs of Life, and ſerving hm m Righte- 
ouſneſs and true Ho'meſs all our days, Rom. 6. 4. 
Luke b « 7 5* 

Thirdly, and laitly, We ought to be very ſtudious 
and careful to ſpend that Time exceedmg well which God 
hath fo graciouſly lent us. 

We lee how quickly the Thred of Humane Lite 1s 
{nap'd alunder, and how tuddenly our tellow Mor- 
tals drop away, in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
Eye. And truly,it we contemplate our Compolition, 
and what a trail and brinle contexture our Bodies 
are of, we cannot, in reaſon, expect any long con- 
tinuance here , for, we are made but of a moul- 
dring, Subſtance : We dwell, ſays Job, ch. 4. ver. 19. 
m Houſes of Clay, whoſe Foundation is m the duſt : and 
where there is no better Foundation than Duſt, the 
Superſtructure and Building cannot poſſibly lait 
long. Nay, our Lite is ſo far from having any 
certainty or Jaſtingnels, that 'tis compared to a 
Vapour, by St. James, to a Span, by David, to the 
Swifeneſs of a Poſt, by Job ; and is always deſcribed 
by things of the ſhorteſt Duration and Extent : 
and therctore, 'tis an egregious Folly, that becaule 
God 
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God has (pared us once or twice, to preſume that 
we ſhall be able to rub through many ſuch Bouts, 
and live much longer , for, Roth we have very 
narrowly elcap'd Death, in a long and dangerous 
Sickneſs, yer, this 1s no Bar or Security againſt Sick- 
neſs or ſudden Death for the furure. So that we are 
ro look upon the Lite that God hath given us, only 
as a Reprieve from the Grave for a little time, in 
order to our preparing and making all things fit 
tor our dying day. And truly, if we TO DEAD 
{ſhould run to the ultimate period +; [pm no; v+- 
and Tropick of Mortality, we have, '-* ncboare lou- 
at moſt, but few days to live. We £97 F9-00t4: 
know upon what Tenure we hold our Lite, that 
It is at the fole Will and Diſpoſal of the Lora our 
Maker, and that we owe our Prelervation to Ged's 
Mercy and Forbearance, which, how ſoon it may ex- 
pire, none of us can tell. And therctore we are 
concerned to make the beſt Uſe we can of the 
{mall picrance of Time allotted us in this World ; 
and, I preſume, we cannot beſtow it beter, than 
in often reading the Scriptures, in Prayer, Medita- 
tion, a frequent and Solemn Addrels to the Holy 
Sacrament, and ſuch Religious Exerciſes. And, as 
the Eunuch, As 8. 48. was {lo choice and curious 
of his time, as not to let any portion of it ſlip away 
to a diſadvantage ; but, when he was in his Cha- 
riot, and travelling upon the Road, rook the Bible 
in his hand, and cncertain d the Time with Divine 
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Meditations on the Scripture; lo arc we not to 
loſe an inch of Time, or to fuffer the Iealt moment 
to pals away unprohrtably, or vainly, bur, even to 
redeem the common Miniites of L te to the Holy 
purpolcs ob Religion ; lo that, whether we are 
VW alking (1 alking, cating ON C Iinkins Qs \\ O! K1! un, 
or divent1: 1W, OUr \elvcs, Heaven 1s to be the Centte 
of OUT Thoughts and Afettions ; and thither mutt 
we reſort in our Minds when we arc in a croud of 
Buſinels, when we are molt deeply ingaged 1 om 
necellary Aﬀaits and Worlely Occupations - and 
thus ſhall we make our whole Life a continued 
Act of Reliviom, and by employing our Time lo 
very well. it will not much matter whether Wc 
dyc {0ONCr OT Lat er. becauſe we can never dve 
amils, or out of {calon, when Religion has been the 
grand Exercile of our Minds. and the ulual Fnter- 
tainment of our Time. And it we would bc in a 
condition to render a good account of our Timc 
with Joy, and not with Grief, in the Great Audit of 
the World, we ought to have a ſpecial care not to 
proſticutc our Time to mean, 1rnoble, worthleſs Fneer- 
Prizes, 4. c. that we be not over-lolicitous about lit - 
tle things, and negligent in the main concernments of 
Eternity ; that we do not teafe out the little Remains 
of Lite in vain and truitlels Di/þurations, which arc 
apt to engender Strife, or in nice Philoſophical Dif Jt 

fittons, w hich read very muc!1 to Featr 7 wg 

ci/m in Religion z nor yer ſufter lome unpract.cal. 
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dererminable Queſtions in Theology, tro ſwallow up 
Our Moments 0! ot Salvation. Tis Then our beſt and 
an {t way to engage in lome Good and Warranta- 

© Work, and in the practice of luch Vercues as 
may ſtand us in [tead at the Hour of Death, and do 
us lervice beyond t 1e Grave, thuit lo we mav re- 
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-our Sick-Beds, how that it it would pleaſe God 
but to (pzre us a little longer, and that we might 
recover our Health and Strength, we would then 
become New ( re, IfHYCS, and make ql thorow Change 
and Reformation of our Lives ; . Let then, as m any 
A very ſickly Au- of 11s as have laboured KU tic 
twmn, 1680. late Epidemick Diſte mper of the Sea- 
lon, or any other Diſeaſe, and are now reſtored to 
our former integrity of Health, refle&t upon the 
great and wondertul Goodnels of God, m redeem- 
mg our Life from Deſtruttion, and What manner of Per- 
ſons we ought to be m all holy Converſation and Godlme/s. 
Oh ! Ler not thoſe holy Vows which we made in 
a time of Trouble, and the hour of Diſtrels, paſs 
away as the morning Dew, upon the return of our 
Health and Vigour! Let not our Sacred Promiles 
of ſtriving againſt Sm, untwilt, like Cords of Va 
nity, Or melt like heaps of Snow before the Sun, 
at the appr oaches of the next warm Tempration, 
but carncſtly beg of God to affilt us in the pur- 
poſes and Relolutions of Holy Living, and thar he 
would carry on to perfection that good Work 
which is alrcady be *FUN 1N us, that ſo we may put 
in practice what we lo lately and devoutly re- 
folv'd upon, and proceed actually to pertorm 
thoſe Dutics and Exerciles of Religion, which we 
could only have in our Intentions in the time gf 
our Sicknels. God forbid that we {Eould ſhew 
ſelves ſo abominably falſe and trifling, as to re- 


cede 
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-ede from thoſe Proteſtations of Amendment 
which we made in the greateſt Solemnities of 
Sorrow and Repentance ; or tat We {hould, by the 
breach of our moſt holy Vows, and a re-aſlumption 
of our former Evil Habits, letthe World lee that 
we were only in jeſt, when, for ought we knew, 
we lay upon our Death-beds, and were going to 
our laſt Accounts. What a milerable thing would 
it have been for any of us to have lett the World 
with an egregious Lyc 1n our mouth, and ſuch 
Falſhood in our Hearts, as, 1t 15 certain, all thoſe 
would have done, who, having had the Mercy of 
a retreat from the Grave, do now, in the tlourithes 
ct their Health, turn aſide, ike a deceitful Bow, from 
their Sick-Bed Engagements ; and walking in the 
former "anit) of (heir Minds, do either forget, OL 
make no Conlcicnce of paying, their Vows to the 
Almighty. Nay, what an unpardonable Balenefs 
and Perhdiouſnels mult it necds be, to turn Rene- 
gado's now that God has 1n his tender Mercy given 
US our Lives once more : and what exculc can we 
pollibly make tor our lelves, when we tread ntt- 
podes to our {worn Allegiance, and repeatcd ſtipula- 
tions of Obedience. Bur, O that we were wiſe ! and 
would conſider the Covenant we made with God 
1n the miſt of our Extremuty, and when Heaven 
and Hell, Wildom and Folly, made the molt ſeri- 
ous impreſſions on our mind, that ſo remembring 
the ſevere challenges of Conlcience upon the ac- 
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count of our Sins, and thoſe ſerenities of Mind 
which we found in a reflection upon ome vo0od 
Action, how much our Sins began, art that deleful 
time, to torment us, and how patio FITO Ve 
VOW 'd the Love and Prole cutiun off V irtue if the 
future, we may now improve the preſent: OPPOr - 
runity of our Health to the belt ; aavanrage, and 
ſhew-the ſincerity of our Hearts in our' its Delo- 
kitions of better Obedience, by bringins forth fruts 
meet for Repentance, and may lo order our Conver- 
lation, during ok {hort continuance here, as to 
bleſs the World with our V ict1es, and Prove a 
Grcdit.co Religion , by arriving to a Gtory in 
Goodneſs. In a word, By {uch an incomparable 
Lite we ſhall glorihe Go d, and, at the end of our 
days, expire with unſpe tkable Joy and Comtort, 
leaving behind us a precious and immortal Me- 
mory, in having been ſo exemplary in our Gene- 
T aL LOR. 
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